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TEAMHITSHALFMARATHONSTRIDE

THIS NOVEMBER, DCSAR PARTICIPATED IN

the third annual Highlands Ranch
Community Association (HRCA) race
series Backcountry Wilderness %
Marathon in Highlands Ranch. Each
year since the
has served as course stewards,
manned water stations, provided
rmedical and logistical support, and
helped set up and tear down the start/
finish area pavilion.

DCSARd6s Wild Bill

the inaugural running of the event,
HRCA race officials noticed team re-
cruitment flyers posted at Highlands
Ranch recreation centers. They were
adding the half marathon race to their

schedule and looking for a beneficiary.
They then contacted him and inquired
if the team would be interested in sup-

porting this event
6nﬁltch, especially

mote course and terrain. The rest is
history!

According to Bill, preparation is the
key to any successful event. Meeting
with race organizers, reviewing the
course, developing duty stations, re-
cruiting members, organizing teams
and overall logistics takes anywhere
from twelve to fifteen man
year. However, all the planning time
pales in comparison to the time mem-
bers donate to make each event a suc-
cess.

ADCSAR ROCKS! o

raceds

d it seemed a perfect
g i v epublid dwareness, avkichsin turre ere-

-hours each

says

Most foot races take place on im-
proved roadways where support can
easily and quickly attend to an inci-
dent. However, the relatively inacces-
sible course for the Backcountry Half
Macephoonpl BEgSAR o

coordinate operations in remote areas.
Maintaining communications between
course waypoints and the start/finish
area is crucial, should a runner be-
come injured. Factor in the combined
tm%dié:al ?kirlllsac%f th% éei’;\n?) ranéj Bill
agrees with the editorial staff that this

is one of the best organized races in
the Front Range (if we do say so our-
selves).

The team benefits in many ways in
exchange for its participation, Bill
says. Many Douglas County residents
are still unaware that the team exists.

Events such as the marathon increase

ates support. Through these efforts,
we are able garner financial, public,
and political support in Douglas
County and beyond.

Numerous DCSAR members have even
run the race as contestants over the
years. Wild Bill confirms that this is
actually a plot to increase the effi-
ciency of the whole operation:

fiYou have to
the strengths and weak-
nesses of all members to

I'd Bill

DCSARGC

under st

(Continued on pag®8)
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FATHERLYADVICE

Field Director Scott Walker

SUMMER IS OVER, AND IT WAS PRETTY QUIET FROM A search
and rescue standpoint. Even though the numbers
were low, we did have some interesting stories to tell.
Consider the following:

9 Driving 150 miles through three different counties
for what started as an in
turned out to be no mission.

-county mission and

9 A night carry -out in Castlewood Canyon through
rough terrain.

9 A Spot activation for one of our own.

Athree day out -of-county search on Mt. Missouri.

I Multiple out -of-county missions for some of our
dog teams.

I A patient refusal that turned into a patient col-
lapse.

Recovery mission on Challenger Point in August,
using winter gear and techniques.

A multi -day search in the Lost Creek Wilderness
area followed by a recovery, with some extra sto-
ries for some of us...

A dog rescue that got more
attention on the Internet
than any of our people res-

cues.

1 An all -night search for two
overdue motorcyclists.

Two missions for injured motorcyclists.

I Atwo -day evidence search of a crime scene.
(Continued on pag8)
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President Bruce Fosdick
Out of County Responses Expectations

SINCE ITS INCEPTION, THE DouGLAS COUNTY SEARCH and
Rescue Team has been requested to help other teams

on search and rescue missions. Sometimes, we find out

that things are not done the same way on other teams

and some confusion can take place.

Responses start through our on -call system; the on  -call
coordinator gets notified that another team may need
assistance (canine teams, ground pounders, search
managers, etc.). The request may require a special skill

set (high altitude, four season, or technical).

The call may be for the day, or even a long term com-
mitment. Is it a search, rescue or a recovery effort?

It is important that members realize what they are be-
ing asked to respond to. What did the page say? What
additional information was incorporated into the mem-
ber information line? Did it suggest a higher level of
training? Did it suggest that we question our own capa-
bilities? Of course it did. Are you up for the task?

This year we have had a large array of out -of -county
missions to other counties. We responded to Boulder,
Chaffee, El Paso, Fremont, Jefferson, Park, Rio Blanco,
Saguache, and Teller counties; one of our canine teams

even went out of state. What we saw when we got there

was different each time. We have been to large counties

and small. Maybe their SAR team consisted of six to

eight members, or maybe they had over eighty mem-

bers on their team. Regardless, if we were called, that
meant they needed extra help.

Sometimes we got an adequate briefing as to what was
expected. Other times, we got a poor or inadequate

(Continued on pag&l)
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Code 1! Member Spotlight: David Farrar (Dr F)

THIS ISSUE® SPOTLIGHT FEATURES DAVID FARRAR, LONGTIME MEMBER, VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, AND
expert on the use of the SPOT locator beacon.

Where did you grow up?
I grew up on the outskirts of Washington DC, but spent my summers on a lake in the mountains of Pennsyl-

vania. That makes me one  -third city boy, one -third suburbanite, and one -third Appalachian hick. | spent most
of my time in the water: swimming, fishing, SCUBA diving, white water rafting, and kayaking. | am as comfort-

able in the water as some of our climbers are standing on the edge of a cliff. | moved here in 1995 for a new

job and to raise kids.

When did you join the team? Did you have any prior SAR experience?

| joined the team in 2000 out of boredom. | had a steady job and good family life . . . | needed something to
add a little spice & never did any SAR stuff before. | was in the Civil Air Patrol as a kid, but if a plane crashed in
DC, it was i n s o medonatendch calf for searthing thered

What do you do at Raytheon?

I write software that controls satellites for the govern- DCSAR Coefficient of Callout Respon<;e
ment 8 you never know who is watching when you are
outside. That is about all | can say about it. | have been M/ (2 x cos (A/735))

a computer programmer in one form or another for about
thirty years.

A: Battery life of a Jeep Wrangler Unlimited;

M: Distance to Goose Creek trail from Douglas
Tell us about your family; and what they are up to?

County
My wife has her Masters in Computer Science, but de-
cided to be a housewife when we had kids. Now she
works the occasional part time job. Cindy, my seventeen year -old is going to UNC next year and plans on be-
coming a high school math teacher. Pam, my thirteen year -old cancer survivor, has no plans beyond raising

hell. She has gotten into taeckwondo and has just been issued weapons (scary). She is also a great shot with
her .22 rifle and my .45 Glock (even scarier).

How did you get to be so smart about ropes, force vectors, angles, and all that dang stuff?
It hel ps having the engineerds mentality. Rope work is just ar

loved. Some people hear voices in their head. | see pictures and numbers, which makes the rope work easy.
(Are you sure you don ®tEd.h®ong to & umck & sonferencedliRe ITRS (International Tech-
nical Rescue Symposium) helps too.

What did it feel like to have the cavalry charge of DCSAR members coming through the forest to find you?
Oh, boy. After that cop jumped my Jeep | turned around and th

what did my wife tell him?26 Then | saw the string of headlight
wards it actually felt really good. | never imagined so many people cared enough to come out for me. | know

(continued on page 4)
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Code 1, continued from page 3

they will deny it now . . . but they did come.

Thanks again everyone! That feeling is worth the harassment |6l

How is the Jeep running?

The Jeepbs doing great. This is the first vehicle 1 6ve had go
(knock on wood). After the SPOT incident the battery lasted for a month and then died twice at work. So | now

have a brand new battery and hope to have no other problems . . .

Thanks, Dave, for your numerous valuable contributions to DCSAR! You rock!

Dr F instructs the 2011/12 recruiting class on their first day of field training. September 2011
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